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means at least this, that he can never
wholly separate his discovery of the world
from his discovery of India
To be sure, how much of India a child
discovers will depend very largely on the
attitude of his parents, and the most of
those British couples who have children
in India have to bring them up, till the
early age of dispatch Home for education,
in a compromise between two very imper-
fectly represented worlds To my father,
with his wise dislike of confusion, it
seemed well that I should live mentally
altogether in the East until I could truly
live mentally in the West And so until
I was nearly six I was not allowed to speak
a sentence of English even to my parents ,
so, too, when I learned to read, at perhaps
three or four months after the age of four,
it was not in English but in an Indian
language, and, by my fathers sagacious
choice, in an archaic sacred epic, very
dear to many of the Hindus of the prov-
ince in which I was born and in which
I spent my childhood In time, say, six or